Small intestinal manometry.
Gastrointestinal motility is an integrated process including myoelectrical and contractile activity, tone, compliance and transit. The techniques for the assessment of gastrointestinal motility are multiple and all have their advantages and disadvantages. In the case of suspected abnormal upper gut transit, gastric and small bowel transit scintigraphy followed by small intestinal (antroduodenojejunalileal) manometry is recommended. Small bowel manometry can identify patterns suggestive of myopathy, neuropathy or obstruction. Information on procedures, indications, significance, pitfalls and guidelines for small bowel manometry is provided in this paper. In this context the potentials of small intestinal manometry for scientific experimental study of neurohumoral agents, such as serotonin receptor agonists and antagonists, on small intestinal motility is presented.